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                                                                                                               CURRICULUM At-A-Glance


Unit 1:  Physics of Planetary Motion                              Unit Focus: Providing students with a working knowledge of Kepler’s Laws,
                                                                                                            Newton’s Laws, and Einstein’s Theories to explain the motion of celestial 










 bodies
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	Kepler’s and Newton’s Laws
Einstein’s Theories
	5 days
5 days
	How do Kepler’s and Newton’s Laws explain the motion of planets?
How do Einstein’s theories of gravity and time alter our understanding of gravity and motion


Unit 2: The Earth and the Moon                      
 Unit Focus: Examining the Earth and Moon as celestial bodies and exploring the 

                                                                                   movement in the sky that the moon undergoes 
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	The Earth as a Celestial Body
	5 days
	How is the Earth both like other planets and unique from them?

	2
3
	The Moon as a Celestial Body
The Motion of the Moon
	3 days
7 days
	What are the major geologic characteristics of the moon and how are they different from Earth?
What kind of motion does the moon undergo, and how does this motion affect both the moon and the Earth?


Unit 3: Planets and Planetary Bodies                                        Unit Focus: Examining and comparing the characteristics of the many
                                                                                                                      Planets and planetary bodies that inhabit our solar system
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2

3

4
	The Inner Planets
The Gas Giants

Orbits, Size, and Distance in the Solar System

Minor bodies of the Solar System
	3-4 days 
3-4 days

____________ 

4 days

____________

        4 days
	How do the characteristics of Mercury, Venus, and Mars compare to those of Earth?
How do the characteristics of the gas giants compare to those of Earth and the other inner planets?

How do the planets compare to one another in size and distance from the sun?

What are the major characteristics of asteroids, comets, meteors, and dwarf planets, and why are they important to the Solar System?


Unit 4: Review of Nine Weeks and FMA
                          Unit Focus: Review of Astronomy concepts                                                          
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	Astronomy Review plus Exam
	5 days
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