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                                                                                                               CURRICULUM At-A-Glance


Unit 1:  Safety and Scientific Method                                    Unit Focus: Providing students with the knowledge and skills to conduct 
                                                                                                                 labs and make observations in a safe manner and apply the scientific 

                                                                                                                method to the study of astronomy

	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	Safety
Scientific Method
	2 days
3 days
	What are the responsibilities of the student when conducting laboratories and making astronomical observations?
How are the scientific method and modeling used in an observational science like astronomy?




Unit 2: The History of Astronomy                      
 Unit Focus: Exploring the study of astronomy by ancient cultures, the evolution









of understanding as scientific knowledge grew, and the ancient myths and










modern uses of the constellations
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	Astronomy in Ancient Civilizations
	5 days
	What are some of the ancient societies that studied astronomy and what were their contributions?

	2
3
	Changing Understanding of Astronomy
Constellations
	5 days
5 days
	How did the basic understanding of astronomy change from ancient times to modern?
What are some of ancient myths associated with constellations, and how do we use constellations today?


Unit 3: Tools of the Astronomer                                        Unit Focus: Learning to use both ancient and modern tools to study the sky
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	Ancient tools
Modern tools
	2 days

7 days
	What were the earliest tools used by astronomers and how did they work?
How are modern tools such as telescopes and spectroscopes used to study the sky?


Unit 4: Time, Seasons, and Apparent Motion          
Unit Focus: Analyzing the apparent motion of celestial bodies and using the                     

                                                                                                        Earth, moon, sun, and stars to measure time
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	Apparent Motion of the Sun, Moon, and Stars
	4 days
	What is the apparent motion of the sun, moon, and stars in the sky and how does location affect this motion?

	2
	Time and the Seasons
	6 days
	How does the motion of the Earth affect time and the seasons?


Unit 5: Review and Exam
                                        Unit Focus: Preparation and Testing
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	Review and Exam
	5 days
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