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                                                                                                               CURRICULUM At-A-Glance


Unit 1:  Galaxies                                                     Unit Focus: Exploring the structure and variety of the galaxies that inhabit the  
                                                                                                       universe
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	The Milky Way Galaxy
Other Galaxies
	7 days
7-8 days
	What is the structure and what are the components of the Milky Way Galaxy?
What characteristics do all galaxies share, and what are some of the ways they differ from one another?


Unit 2: TAKS Week                                                         Unit Focus: Support and Encouragement for students who have yet to 
                                                                                                    master the TAKS
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	TAKS Test
	5 days
	


Unit 3: The Theory of Cosmology                                        Unit Focus: Understanding that the universe had a definite beginning










and has evolved over time, and understanding the hypotheses











that address its eventual end
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	The Origin and Evolution of the Universe
The Fate of the Universe
	5 days

5 days
	How do we believe that universe began and how do we believe it has evolved from that time until today?
What do our best hypotheses tell us will be the fate of the Universe?


Unit 4: Space Exploration                             

Unit Focus: Understanding both the benefits and risks associated with both 









manned and unmanned space exploration
	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
2
	Manned Space Flight
Robotic and Ground-based Exploration
	3 days

4 days
	What are the contributions and risks associated with manned space exploration?
What are the contributions made by robotic space probes and ground-based technology to space exploration, and how can this technology be used to identify potential space impact hazards from outer space?

	3
	Is there life out there?
	2 days
	Is there life on worlds other than our own, and if so would it be possible to communicate with them?


Unit 5: Review and Exam  
                    Unit Focus: Preparation and Testing .

	Lesson #
	Lesson Title
	Timeline
	Essential Question

	1
	Review and Exam
	5 days
	


SAISD © 2010-11 – Fourth Grading Period

Science - Astronomy

Page 1 of 2

