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Year at a Glance

 Environmental Systems 2010-2011
	Units of Study

First Grading Period
The Environment

	Week
	Estimated Number of Days
	TEKS and Unit of Study

	1
	4
	TEKS 1,2 and 3: Lab Safety, Lab Equipment and the Scientific Method

	1 – 4 
	11
	TEKS 4A, B, F, G: Relationships of biotic and abiotic factors within habitats, ecosystems and biomes. 

	4 – 5 
	9
	TEKS 4C and D: Abiotic cycles – Rock, Hydrologic, Carbon, and Nitrogen

	6
	5
	TEKS 6C, D, and E: Flow of Energy

	7 – 8 
	10
	TEKS 6E: Spheres of Earth: Geosphere, Hydrosphere, Cryosphere, Atmosphere and Biosphere

	9
	5
	Final Exams and/or projects


	Units of Study
Second Grading Period
Environmental Quality

	Week
	Estimated Number of Days
	TEKS and Unit of Study

	1 – 2
	7
	TEKS 5A – Soil: Land use, land management and land fertility

	2 – 3
	7
	TEKS 4E and 5B: Water: Source, use quality, management and conservation of water

	4
	5
	TEKS: Air quality 

	5 – 6 
	10
	TEKS 9A, B, C: Pollution – air, soil, water, global warming, glacial/ice cap melting, greenhouse effect, ozone layer, and aquatic viability

	7 – 8
	10
	TEKS 8A, B, C, D, and E: Environmental Change – natural events (8A), regional changes (8B), succession and feedback loops (8C), weather conditions (8D),  and impact of temperature (8E) 

	9
	4
	Final Exams and/or projects


	Units of Study

Third Grading Period
Environmental Sustainability

	Week
	Estimated Number of Days
	TEKS and Unit of Study

	1 – 2 
	9
	TEKS 9E and F: Human Activities on the environment

	3 – 6 
	20
	TEKS 5C, D, E, F, and 6B: Renewable and non-renewable resources – Use and conservation of resources, economics of the resource, waste management methods, and types of renewable and nonrenewable energy

	7 – 8 
	7
	TEKS 9I: Advantages and disadvantages of “Going Green”

	8 – 9 
	7
	TEKS 7A, B and D: Carrying Capacity and Changes in Population

	10
	4
	Final Exams and/or projects


	Units of Study  

Fourth Grading Period
Past, Present and Future of the Environment

	Week
	Estimated Number of Days
	

	1 – 3 
	12
	TEKS 9J: Past and present local, state and national legislation – TX automobile emissions regulations, National Park Service Act, Clean Air Act, Soil and Water Resources Conservation Act, and Endangered Species Act

	3, 5 & 6  
	12
	TEKS 9K: Past and Present international treaties/protocols – Environmental Antarctic Treaty System, Montreal Protocol, and Kyoto Protocol

	4
	5
	TAKS TESTING

	7
	5
	TEKS 9H: Social ethics and legal practices – design of new buildings, recycling or emission standards

	8
	5
	TEKS 9G: Ethical beliefs on scientific practices – increase of food production or the existence of global warming

	9
	4
	How have you been changed? Research Project, Paper, Presentation/Debate
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