Chemicals commonly required for use in general science classes are acceptable for use by our teachers.  Most science textbooks contain a list of chemicals recommended for student use in performing investigations in a laboratory setting or for use by a teacher as a demonstration.   Advanced science classes may require the use of chemicals not found in the general science classroom.  Note, every secondary campus has been given a list of prohibited chemicals.  These cannot be used by our students or teachers.  A procedure is in place where C& I Science is to review all chemical purchases by our schools. Students and teachers are expected to use chemicals in according to guidelines and procedures set forth in the Texas Safety Standards K-12
Prohibited Chemicals 

The chemicals listed below have been designated as being inappropriate for use in the schools of the San Antonio ISD.  Note, this is by no means a complete list, but it should serve as a foundation for maintaining a safe learning environment for our science students.   Additional chemical may be added at any time.

*All chemicals listed in Appendix F of the Texas Safety Standards Manual 

*Acetamide crystals

*Arsenic compounds

*Benzene and related compounds

*Bromine and related compounds 

*Cadmium

*Calcium nitrate

*Calcium oxide

*Cyanide compounds (except thiocyanates)

*Carbon disulfide

*Chlorine gas 
*Chromium compounds

*Chromic acid

*Ether

*Formaldehyde and related compounds

*Formic acid

*Hexane and related compounds

*Hydrofluoric acid

*Lycopodium powder

*Mercury compounds

*Nickel sulfates

*Nitric oxide

*Phenol compounds

*Phosphoric acid

*Potassium metal

*Sodium metal

*Thermite

*Xylene

*Zinc phosphide

It is the position of the Science Department that MSDS’s must be maintained for all materials that, when purchased, are delivered with an attached MSDS.   OSHA and the HAZCOM ACT both state “the employee must have ready access to MSDS’s while they are in the workplace”.  We feel that a central file of MSDS maintained in an accessible location will suffice.   Requirement for teacher to maintain a classroom specific file will be a campus decision.  
We discourage teachers from bringing any chemicals from home for use in the classroom.   
