Science Department Safety Tips

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills require students to understand and do science.  Students must not only learn content, they must understand the processes associated with science, including observation, model building, and inquiry.  These science skills can best be understood through active learning practiced in the science classroom as well as in field and laboratory experiences.  As we require students to carry out investigations, we must be aware of their safety.   

10 Steps a Teacher Can Take to Prove He/She is Serious About Safety

1.   Early in the school year establish a contractual relationship with the students.

              Have this Safety Contract signed by both the student and the parents.  

2.   Every time you discuss safety in the classroom record in your lesson plan what 

        was discussed.

3.   Because students tend to be visually oriented, post safety rules and, if possible, 

  display safety posters.

4.   Maintain a firm goggle policy.  Allow no exceptions.

5.   Label all materials and equipment.  When using chemicals, make sure the  

        containers are labeled with the correct   name, formula, and concentration.

6.   Maintain order and discipline at all times.   

7.   Maintain a clutter free classroom.  Clutter is always a safety issue and it cost 

        nothing to correct.

8.   Have all needed supplies and equipment ready for use prior starting any  

        investigation.

9.   Be alert to potential problems, and have an action plan ready. 

10.   Monitor-Monitor-Monitor

