PLACARD #3, ACTIVITY 1.6
Bus Stop #3: Great Plains
Palo Duro Canyon
In the high, flat grasslands of the Texas Panhandle, a traveler suddenly comes to the edge of a vast canyon. The canyon is 120 miles in length, several miles wide at some points, and 1,000 feet deep. Working over tens of thousands of years, the Prairie Dog Town Fork of the Red River dug this huge gash in the earth.

Historians think that the first Europeans to see Palo Duro Canyon were Coronado and his band of Spanish explorers in 1541. After traveling for days across a flat sea of waving grass, they came upon a canyon. Like travelers today, they were surprised at its grandeur and color – surprised at its being there at all in one of the flattest places on earth.
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The most scenic part of the Palo Duro Canyon, 15,301 acres, was set aside in 1933 by the state of Texas Palo Duro Canyon State Park. Today, tourists enjoy camping, hiking, and musical pageants at Palo Duro’s State Park. During the summer, the musical drama Texas is presented six nights a week in the canyon’s amphitheater. A large cliff is the backdrop for the production.
Perhaps the most popular hike in Palo Duro State Park is the three-mile trail from the main road to the Lighthouse, a 300-foot rock formation that has become the hallmark of the canyon.

