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Bus Stop #4: Mountains and Basins

BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK
In far West Texas, the Rio Grande bends in its path. North of the Great Bend, there lies a land that is majestic yet rugged and treacherous. It is in turn mountainous and flat, desolate and fertile. Big Bend National Park is a remote desert expanse of about 1,250 square miles.

Big Bend’s vast beauty stretches across the desert landscape. Scattered across mountain ranges, flatlands, and hills are magnificent cacti: prickly pear, ocotillo, peyote, yucca, and other varieties. Southward across the Rio Grande River, travelers can see 100 miles into Mexico. At sundown, the brilliant reds and purples of the Sierra del Carmen range appear to set the horizon on fire.

At night in the park, coyotes howl at the moon. Mountain lions (also called cougars or pumas) stalk secluded mountainsides. A few desert bighorn sheep travel in the high country. The jackrabbit, antelope, javelina, bobcat and rattlesnake are common. Golden eagles and endangered peregrine falcons still nest on high ledged in the rocky cliffs.
Camping is a popular activity in the park. Many people use developed campgrounds in the Chisos Mountains and along the river. Others prefer to camp primitive campsites deep within the walls of the Santa Elena, Mariscal, and Boquillas canyons. Many travelers reach campsites by raft, kayak, or canoe. Campers in the canyon are especially careful to clean up their campsites to protect the natural beauty of this fragile environment. 

