	Texas


A Journey into San Antonio’s Past

How did San Antonio 

get started?

What did San Antonio look like 300 years ago? Was San Antonio the large city it is today? Imagine a city without tall buildings or acres of houses as there are today. Visualize a city with few people. In early San Antonio there were no highways with fast cars or tall bright street lights. Early San Antonio was very simple. You would see the beginnings of life in the missions which had even started even earlier.
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San Antonio of the Past

What did San Antonio look like a long time

ago?  The people who came to make San Antonio their home were called settlers. The early settlers who came to San Antonio saw 

areas of open land with many trees. The land was covered with walnut, poplar and mulberry trees.  There were many creeks and rivers. There was a main river which supplied the settlers with enough water for drinking washing and farming. The water also helped the settlers water the beautiful trees. This river was the San Antonio River. Its natural springs supplied enough water for the entire early settlement. It helped develop what is now one of the largest cities in Texas.

The First Settlers
The first settlers to settle San Antonio were families from the Canary Islands. They

settled along the banks of the San Antonio River. The families 
founded La Villa de San Fernando de Bexar which is now San Antonio.  The king 

promised the head of each family many things.  He promised them enough money for one year.  He also gave the families cattle, goats, and sheep.  The king gave the settlers farming 

tools and supplies.  The families were also given their own plot of land.  The land was located along the banks of the San Antonio River. The 

settlers were taught how 

to plow and plant crops.

The Canary Islanders were not used to farming.  They had to learn how to farm so that they could eat.
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The First Civil Government
When the Canary Islanders settled in San Antonio there was no form of government.  There were no set rules that the people had to follow.  The settlers lived by few rules.  These rules were the ones set by the church.  Other rules were set by the military laws of the forts.  The Canary Islanders were the first settlers to establish a city government in July 1731.  The city government included a justice of the peace, sheriff and mayor like we have today.  Juan Leal Goras was elected as the first city 
councilman by the new landowners. This style of government which was established by the Spanish, was an important contribution
to the history of our city.
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San Antonio Today
Early San Antonio was very different than what we see today. In the city today, we see tall buildings, busy streets and many tourists.  We also see the beautiful riverwalk with busy restaurants and shops.  These are visited by

thousands of visitors each year. These changes are only a few which have occurred in the last 300 years. 

The growth and development of San Antonio continues. People are attracted to San Antonio’s beauty, friendly citizens and diverse culture.

Comprehension      

Connection

	Before Reading


1. What kind of a journey do you
      think you will be taking as you 

      read this article?
   2. What do you know about San
       Antonio?
   3. What do you want to find out
           about San Antonio.?
	During Reading


1.  In “The First Settlers” why did
      the Canary Islanders settle

      near the banks of the San Antonio?

2. Why would someone be interested

      in the facts in this article?
3. In “The First Civil Government” 

      why did the Canary Islanders create

      a more formal government?

	After Reading


1. What did this article make you think
      about?

2.  What is the main idea?  How do 

       you know?

    3.  How do you know the author’s point

            of view?

	Main Idea and Details

     Usually, a nonfiction article has a main title or headline and several subheads.  Even the subheads

may have subheads.  Sometimes, as in this article, the same subheads appear under each of the main subheads.  You can use all these kinds of heads to

figure out the main idea of what you are reading.

     The main title of this article is “A Journey into San Antonio’s Past.”  From the title you can tell that the article will be about the history of San Antonio. 

     The main subheads are “San Antonio of the Past”, “The First Settlers”, “The First Civil Government” and “San Antonio’s Past”. It is clear from all of these subheads that each section will describe the development of early San Antonio. It will describe the who, what, when, where and why of San Antonio’s past.

     You can use the title and headings to figure out this article’s main idea: The development of San Antonio.


Writer’s World

1. Create an illustration which shows 

        what you think early San Antonio 

            looked like.  Write a paragraph

            describing the illustration (details).

            Give the paragraph a title (main idea).
2.
Create a booklet which tells about the development of San Antonio. Use the correct sequence and give each section of the booklet a title.  Write the details describing the development of San Antonio.

3.
Illustrate a postcard of early San

     Antonio and write it to someone 

     describing early San Antonio.
