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URBAN II: SPEECH AT THE COUNCIL OF CLERMONT FERRAND (27 NOV 1095) ACCORDING TO FULCHER OF CHARTRES
  

Dearest Brethren, I Urban, invested by permission of God with the papal tiara, and spiritual ruler over the whole world have come here in this great crisis to you, servants of God, as a messenger of divine admonition.... 

Be true shepherds and have your crooks always in your hands. Sleep not, but defend everywhere the flock committed to your care.... 

See to it that the affairs of holy Church are maintained correctly, and that simonical heresy takes root nowhere. 
... Keep the church in all its orders entirely free from the secular power; give to God faithfully one-tenth of the fruits of the earth... 

Whoever lays violent hands on a bishop, let him be considered excommunicated. Whoever shall seize monks or priests or nuns and their servants, or pilgrims or traders, let him be cursed. ... 

By these evils you have seen the world disordered for a long time ... so we will renew the truce ... long ago established... 

And since, o sons of God, you have promised the lord to maintain peace ... there still remains for you ... a very necessary work ... for you must hasten to carry aid to your brethren dwelling in the east, who need your help... 

So I exhort you (not I, but God) that you urge men of all ranks, knights as well as foot soldiers, rich as well as poor, to hasten to exterminate this vile race from the lands of your brothers... Christ commands it. 

And if those who set out should lose their lives... their sins shall be remitted this I grant to all who go, through the power vested in me by God. O what a disgrace, if a race so despise, base, and the instrument of demons, should so overcome a people endowed with faith in the all powerful God! ... 

Let those who have made private war against the faithful carry through to success a war against the infidels ... Let those who for a long time have been robbers now become soldiers of Christ. Let those who once fought against brothers and relatives now fight against barbarians... 

Let those who have been hirelings at low wages now labor for an eternal reward. ... On the one hand will be the sad and the poor; on the other the joyous and wealthy: here are the enemies of the lord; there his friends. 

Let no obstacle stop you. After your affairs are settled and expense money collected, when winter has ended and spring has come, zealously undertake the journey, guided by the lord. 
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