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 On Oct. 3, the GLOBE and 
Environmental seventh grade classes had an 
awesome experience by going to Trinity 
University! When the students arrived they 
got to see two college students do amazing 
experiments, including turning a pickle into 
a light bulb.  
 For the experiment, a Trinity student got 
a dill pickle, put some wires into it, and 
suddenly lit the pickle up so it looked like a 
street light. After that experiment the room 

smelled weird and the 
pickle was steaming 
hot! To cool it off, the 
students put the pickle 
in liquid nitrogen and 
instantly froze it solid! 
     The Harris students 
were amazed to see 
what the liquid nitrogen 
did right before their 
eyes. After that, the 
pickle was smashed  
into tiny little pieces.  

 In another experiment, the Trinity 
students added dry ice to colored water, 
which changed the water into different 
colors. After that, the Harris students 
conducted their own experiments.  

toothbrush and a different type of 
toothpaste. The students concluded that 
Crest Whitening was the best choice for 
teeth whitening.  
 The second experiment was to find out, 
what offers the best protection from 
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 On Sept. 25, Hawk Talk reporters Maria 
G. and Jeanette M. had an interview with 
our officer of the school, Officer Smith! 
Now everybody may think that Officer 
Smith is a just a boring officer and all, but 
there is more to her than meets the eye! 
 She was kind enough to lend a few 
moments of her time to answer a couple of 
our questions, and we got some responses 
that we would like to share with you all. 
 First of all, Officer Smith really likes this 
school and everybody here at Joel Chandler 
Harris Academy. She looks forward to 
coming to work each day and seeing all of 
our bright and beautiful faces. She said that 

she enjoys working here. We asked if the 
principal was fair with her and she said “of 
course, we are a team.” 
 We also asked if she had ever used her 
weapons towards anyone and she said, “no.” 
 We also asked if she ever had to 
investigate a situation involving students 
with drugs and she said, “rarely, I don’t 
remember dealing with students with drugs, 
at least not recently, and that’s good.”  
 Finally, at the end of our interview we 
asked Officer Smith what she enjoys doing 
with her free time. Her reply was, “I love 
shopping, going to the movies with my 
family, camping, skating, and going to the 
lake to water ski.” She also enjoys spending 
time with her family. We didn’t know a 

police officer would do such cool things but 
at least we learned about a very special 
officer to Harris students.  
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A Trinity student 
conducts an ex-
periment using 
liquid nitrogen.  The first experiment was to determine 

which toothpaste whitened your teeth the 
best. Students tried four different brands. 
Each group of students took four eggs, 
divided them into four sctions, and soaked 
them in coffee, red and blue Kool-Aid, and 
tea. They then brushed each egg with a 
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A Trinity University student pours liquid nitrogen into a pool as Harris students watch. 
“The water filled with cold smoke” one student said about the experiment. The Harris 
students went to Trinity to conduct a number of science experiments as part of a field trip. 
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 The school year has begun and Joel C. 
Harris Academy welcomes our new sixth 
graders. Hawk Talk reporters Denise R., 
Tommy Y., and Estefany R. interviewed 
sixth graders Misael T., Javier R., Julian R., 
and Moses M. to get their opinions about 
the transition from elementary school to 
middle school. 
 The sixth grade students took time out of 
their days to be interviewed. They had a lot 
to share with us and provided us with their 
personal opinions about their sixth grade 
year so far. Many emotions are being ex-
perienced by the sixth graders.  
 One sixth grade student, Tommy Y., said 
that he feels “excited and scared” about be-
ing a sixth grader. He likes it here at Harris 
because the school is very nice. What 
Tommy likes about Harris are the eighth 
graders because they are very nice. Tommy 
also said that it’s a little bit hard being a 
sixth grader. He thinks that elementary 
school is different because in elementary 
you only have one teacher and in middle 
school you have a different teacher for dif-
ferent subjects. 
 Misael said that sixth grade is easier than 
elementary. He likes it here at Harris be-
cause it’s nicer than his elementary school. 
What he likes about Harris are the electives, 
especially gym. Misael doesn’t think that 
it’s hard being a sixth grader because he 
gets homework, but not in every class.  
 “It’s different from elementary because 
you move from class to class while at ele-
mentary you stay in one class and it gets a 
bit boring,” he said.  
 Javier R., also took some time out to 
share some of his opinions with us. One 
question asked was how he feels being a 
sixth grader here at Harris Academy. He 
replied, “It feels exciting because you get to 
switch periods and you get different teach-
ers for different periods. It is kind of easy 
being a sixth grader because the teachers let 
you catch up on missing or late assignments.  
 When asked what he likes the most about 
sixth grade, Javier R. replied, “The electives 
because you get to choose the classes you 
are very interested in,” and his teachers, 
who are really nice and helpful. What he R. 
finds the most difficult about sixth grade is 
trying to get to his classes in time before the 
bell rings.  
 Julian R., another sixth grader, said that 
he feels good being a sixth grader because 
he has more friends. He likes it here at Har-
ris. What he likes about Harris are the teach-
ers and the classes. He also said that for 

him, it’s not hard being a sixth grader be-
cause the homework is easy. Julian R. also 
commented that middle school is different 
than elementary because you rotate classes, 
not like in elementary when you stay in one 
class. 
 Moses M., another sixth grader said that 
he likes it here at Harris Academy and he 
also likes the teachers. He also said that the 

work is pretty easy. Moses thinks that the 
teachers are nice and respectful. Moses also 
thinks that it was hard making friends be-
cause he was new in the school and he did 
not know anyone.  
 These are a few opinions from the sixth 
graders. It seems like the sixth graders al-
ready love the school year here at Harris 
Academy. 

&��)��!����&����$����*)����$��'��
���!
��
%�5��
�"�5���
�*��

 During the time of Oct. 8 through Oct.24, 
the student council and the Peer Assistant 
Leadership (PALS) organization held a food 
drive for the Hurricane Ike victims. The 
school did a great job on collecting the food.  
 Overall the school collected 824 canned 
or dried goods. The whole idea for this food 
drive was to get everyone at Harris to help 
their community. When they collected all 
the food, the San Antonio Food Bank came 
and picked it up. The San Antonio Food 

Bank and the Red Cross were working to-
gether to help the Hurricane Ike victims.  
 There was also a prize for the first period 
class that raised the most canned or dried 
goods. The winner was Mr. Rossi’s class 
with 154 donations and, the second place 
winner was Ms. Galvan with 122 donations.  
 On Nov. 3, Mr. Ortiz announced that Mr. 
Rossi’s class won a pizza party! They were 
scheduled to have their party on Dec. 1!  
 Even though there was only one winner, 
the student council and the PALS would 
like to thank everyone who helped! 
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Mr. Brooks’ sixth grade art students, volunteer for an event called “Chalk It Up.” Mr. 
Brooks took seven students to the event, which was held on Oct. 11 in downtown San 
Antonio on Houston Street. Mr. Brooks’ art students did an picture to commemorate 
“Dia De Los Muertos” (“Day of the Dead”).  
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Our Harris Hawk Choir proudly represented 
us at the Region XII Choir individual com-
petition. Students from one hundred differ-
ent middle schools competed for this com-
petition. These students sang music in Ger-
man, Latin, and English. They also had to 
sing alone for five different judges. These 
included seventh grade students: Prisma M., 
Briana L., Kristine C., Briana V., Albert P., 

and Mario O. The eighth graders were Zaira 
V. and Jeanette H. Even though none of 
these students made the Region XII choir 
we are still very proud of them! 
 The Harris Hawk Choir performed its 
first concert of the year on Oct. 20 in the 
auditorium. An exciting addition to our con-
cert was the added accompaniment by four 
Guitar Class students. The students accom-
panying the choir were Carlos R., Cesar R., 
Ryland S. and Moises P. 
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 The choir, band, and orchestra students 
were treated recently to a performance by 
five college students majoring in opera. The 
Louisiana State University (LSU) students 
who performed were Jennifer Crippen, 
David Tayloe, Cathleen Thompson, and 
Keith Masterson, Mrs. Masterson’s son. The 
performers sang beautiful opera songs to the 
band, orchestra, and choir students. As a 
matter of fact, they sang a few songs with 
the choir students and gave them advice on 
how to improve their singing voices.  
 Many students enjoyed the LSU perform-
ers’ visit. Some thought the music was very 
soothing, relaxing, and that the college stu-
dents had very great singing voices.  
 The LSU performers also talked to the 
students about their opera singing experi-
ences. Although the LSU performers usually 

don’t sing together as a 
group, they sure sound 
great when they do. 
They also talked about 
how they feel while 
singing opera.  
     One thing they said 
was that when you are 
singing opera correctly, 
you will feel a tingly 
feeling in your throat.  
     The five students had 
to evacuate their college 
for a week following 

Labor Day due to Hurricane Gustav. The 
powerful hurricane ranged from category 
two to three. The hurricane was going to hit 
Baton Rouge so evacuating was urgent! 
     It was 
very nice to 
have these 
five students 
come and 
perform here 
at Harris. 
Our students 
were very 
fortunate to 
get an inside 
scoop on 
real-life op-
era singing 
experiences. With the advice they received, 
there is no doubt that the choir, band, and 
orchestra students will be successful in their 
music. Hopefully, along the year we will 
continue to welcome many more talented 
people here at Harris Academy. 
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Students in Mr. Brooks’ seventh period art class work on their projects.  
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sunburn, sunscreen or sun block. The 
students received four pieces of special 
“sun” paper and three kinds of sunscreen or 
sun block. They also received either 
different brands or different SPFs. 
 Then things got a little messy because the 
students had to get the sun block or 
sunscreen on to the sun paper. When 
everyone had place the products on the 
paper, they went outside to sit the papers in 
the direct sunlight for five minutes. Then 
they dipped the paper in water for two 
minutes. When the papers were all dry the 
students would compare the papers to see 
which one had the most white — that would 
be the product that protects the most.  
 The students were surprised to find out 
that among the sunscreens the brand that 
worked the best was the Walgreens’ brand. 
In sun block the SPF did not matter for the 
brand Ocean Potion, but in Banana Boat the 
SPF made a HUGE difference. At the end 
they determined the best cream for your 
skin was Banana Boat. 
 The third experiment was to learn how 
much sugar is in different soft drinks and 
fruit juices. Students poured these liquids 
into containers and measured their weights. 
Then they put a container of each liquid on 
a hot plate and heated it there until all there 
was left was sugar. When there was no more 
liquid the students recorded the weight of 
the sugar and subtracted that weight from 
the beginning weight. They found that Big 
Red had the most sugar and fruit juice had 
the least.  
 The last experiment was to find out if 
Mentos candy reacted with different sodas. 
The students went outside and combined 
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Mentos with many kinds of sodas. They 
figured out that the soda does not have to be 
diet. This was the Trinity Field trip for our 
awesome seventh grade science enrichment 
classes. They will be going every nine 
weeks, but to different locations. 

An LSU music 
student works 
with members of 
the Harris Choir. 

Mrs. Masterson (left) stands 
with LSU music students 
Jennifer Crippen, David 
Tayloe, Cathleen Thompson, 
and Keith Masterson. 
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Thanks to parent Veronica Manjarrez, 
who donated the tickets to the girls bas-
ketball team, these Harris students were 
able to attend the San Antonio Silver 
Stars Playoff Game on Sept. 28. They sat 
in a suite  and received free popcorn and 
sodas courtesy of Ms. Manjarrez and the 
AT&T Center. The girls had a great time 
and even witnessed history — the Silver 
Stars first ever Western Conference 
Championship and trophy presentation.  
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 This year’s basketball season has come to 
an end. It was a good season for both the 
coaches and the girls. We interviewed 
Coach Grace Rodriguez, and she said what 
she loved about this basketball season was 
the competition and beating Lowell!  
 This was Coach Rodriguez’s first year at 
Joel C. Harris Academy. She stated that she 
was a little bit nervous about the first game 
against Lowell because a lot of teachers had 
told her that Lowell was one school that we 
had to beat.  
 We also interviewed three players on 
seventh grade girls’ team, Cheyenne S., who 
played point guard on the B team, Cassan-
dra, who played point guard on the A team, 
and Chasity T., who played every position 
on both A and B teams. We asked if they 
liked playing for Coach Rodriguez. The 
girls replied, “yes we loved it, she never 
gave up on us.”  
 We also asked how their games were. 
They said that they had fun and that they 
were nervous in every game because they 
never knew what or who they were going up 
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Coach Moszee (standing at right) and 
Coach Herrera (standing left) talk to the 
eighth grade Harris Hawks football team 
during halftime of their game against 
Longfellow. The Hawks beat Longfellow, 
13-0, in an amazing game. Here at Harris 
Field, our own Ryan O. ran over 60 yards 
for a touchdown on the opening kickoff 
and Josue M. intercepted a pass by the 
Longfellow quarterback in the first few 
minutes of the B game. In the photo at 
right, Angel R. (78) and other defenders 
chase down a Longfellow running back.  ��������� 	
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Harris Lady Hawk seventh-grade basket-
ball player Briana G. dribbles past a group 
of Davis Lady Cougar defenders. 

against. We asked Coach Rodriguez what 
she thought about their home game against 
Davis. In reply, she told us that she expected 
the win just that 
they were over 
powered. She 
also said that 
Davis was the 
toughest, most 
physical game 
they played.  
 Even though 
we did not win 
all of our games 
we made it 
through a good 
season. 
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Coach Rodriguez talks to 
the Lady Hawk players 
during their game 
against Davis. 


