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Briscoe Elementary School achieves 
International Baccalaureate World School status
Briscoe Elementary School has become authorized to provide the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme, designating 
it an IB World School. An IB education is acclaimed worldwide because 
its active and engaging framework prepares students for college, and 
primes them to excel as lifelong learners in our global society.

READ MORE

Spring has sprung 
and to celebrate, 
families were invited 
to bring children 
and their baskets 
to an Easter egg 
hunt, hosted by the 
Burbank High School 
Future Farmers of 
America (FFA) on 
Saturday at the 
Burbank High School 
Farm. Children had 
a chance to meet 
the Easter Bunny 
as well as hunt for 
colorful eggs filled 
with goodies. The 
event also included 
hayrides, games, 
food and a  
petting zoo. 

Senior scholar
Congratulations to Brackenridge High School senior Tommy Santana 
who has been awarded a 2019 National Scholarship by the Horatio 
Alger National Scholarship Program. Tommy, an active participant in the 
Brackenridge JROTC program, traveled to Washington, D.C., to take part 
in the 72nd Annual Awards Ceremony where he was formally presented a 
$25,000 scholarship. 

Access to higher education
On Tuesday, San Antonio ISD high school students and alumni had the 
opportunity to meet with college representatives from around the country 
at SAISD’s Annual College Fair. The event was held at San Antonio 
College and representatives from institutions of higher educaiton including 
Middlebury College, University of Florida, Washington University, Kansas 
State and others spoke with students about their college choices.

Former NATO 
ambassador 
visits Jefferson
Former NATO 
Ambassador and 
Governor of New Mexico 
Bill Richardson (middle) 
spoke to Jefferson high 
School IB students last 
week on the importance 
of multilateralism and 
the United States’ 
relationship with North 
Korea at the World 
Affairs Global Luncheon 
hosted by the World 
Affairs of San Antonio.

Two school-based health clinics to open in SAISD
San Antonio ISD and University Health System (UHS) have come 
together to broaden student access to healthcare with plans to establish 
two healthcare centers at SAISD campuses next school year. The first 
UHS healthcare center is to open on the grounds of Tafolla Middle School 
in the fall of 2019, serving students and campus staff from the SAISD 
schools in the West Side Lanier High School feeder. A second UHS 
healthcare center is targeted to open in January of 2020 at the Davis 
Middle School campus, to serve East Side Sam Houston feeder schools. 

READ MORE

Outstanding Achievement Award 
The SAISD Foundation has been selected by Texas Education 
Foundation Network (TEFN) as a 2019 Outstanding Achievement Award 
winner for the Foundation’s Pipeline for College Success program. 
Above from right to left, Texas Pioneer Foundation Program Director 
Michelle Coburn stands with SAISD Foundation’s Judy Geelhoed, 
Jennifer Twiss and Angelica Garza after the team received the award 
last week. “We at the SAISD Foundation are so pleased to have been 
recognized by the Texas Education Foundation Network for our work on 
the Pipeline for College Success and the complementary programs we 
have built to support this work such as emergency gap funding, growing 
scholarship programs and care packages,” said Geelhoed. “It is always 
an honor to be recognized by our peers for the work we are doing here 
with the District.”
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This week’s closing shot

Santana receives the National Horatio Scholar Medal from Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas in Washington, D.C. 

Name: YIiana Beck

College: Dartmouth College 
Dream job: Neuroscientistclass of 2019Meet our

New stories, photos and videos featuring SAISD valedictorians will 
be released every Monday through May 20, 2019.

VALEDICTORIANS

Harris Middle 
School Fiesta 

Medal 
ON SALE NOW!

Eighth grader Frankki Villarreal was the winner of the Harris’ 
Fiesta Medal design contest. Congrats, Frankki! 

Call (210) 228-1220, email drodriguez9@saisd.net, or come by 
Harris MS to purchase. 

$10

Multiple summer 
experiences offered 
at SAISD 
This past weekend, the District 
held its first Experience Summer 
in SAISD event, a free family 
resource fair held at the Alamo 
Convocation Center. Families 
had the opportunity to visit more 
than 80 exhibitors and learn 
about the District’s more than 
100 summer offerings — from 
camps and learning opportunities 
to college and career readiness 
resources. Additionally, the 
event featured games, musical 
performances, food, free health 
screenings and door prizes.

Energy conservation poster contest winners
Congratulations to all of our CPS Energy poster contest winners! The 
Districtwide grand prize winner is Merina Garay, a sixth-grader at 
Japhet Academy; Districtwide second prize winner is Alana Olguin, a 
fifth-grader at Hillcrest Elementary School; and Districtwide runner-up 
is Genesis Mendez, a second-grader at Collins Garden Elementary 
School. This is the first year SAISD participated in the CPS Energy 
poster contest, which invited all schools and art students to create 
posters encouraging energy savings. One hundred and twenty-one 
entries were received from six campuses in the elementary and middle 
school grade levels. Student winners were recognized at a Board 
meeting earlier this month and trophies were handed out to the top 
three winning students.

Alana Olguin, fifth-
grader, Hillcrest ES

Merina Garay, sixth-
grader, Japhet Academy

Genesis Mendez, second-
grader, Collins Garden ES

Fox Tech High School 
developing RN pathway,  
P-TECH partnership 
High school students interested in 
nursing will have a new opportunity 
to get a head start in their chosen 
career field in the fall of 2020. 
San Antonio ISD’s Fox Tech High 
School, in collaboration with 
Metropolitan Methodist Hospital, 
San Antonio College and other 
community partners, is developing a new program that will provide 
students a pathway to obtaining an Associate in Applied Science 
in Nursing and eligibility to take the National Council Licensure 
Examination (NCLEX). 

READ MORE
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